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Evening Br ief  
Dat e/Tim e St am p : Thursd ay, August  20, 2015 - 8:49 PM 

 
Weat her  Sum m ary 

Today will be another day very similar to yesterday with warm and dry conditions across the 

geographic area under dry west/northwest flow. The hottest temperatures continue to be found 

over western and southern Nevada where min RH's are also below 10%. The airmass is quite dry 

elsewhere with min RH's below 15% in most places. Overnight recoveries are still fair over Utah 

and Idaho.  
 

On Friday a shortwave trough drops into the Northern Rockies for an increase in winds across 

much of the area. The strongest winds will be over western Wyoming and central/southern Utah 

ahead of the front. Cooler temperatures will move in behind the front in Idaho for Friday and 

across Utah on Saturday. Not much cooling will come to western or southern Nevada. 
 

Limited southerly moisture moves into Utah on Friday for isolated, mainly mountain 

thunderstorms. As the flow becomes more northerly on Saturday the thunderstorms will be limited 

to southern Utah. 
 

Warm and dry conditions return for Sunday as the ridge strenthens over the Great Basin. 

Monsoonal moisture surges northward through Utah on Tuesday and Wednesday for generally 

wet showers and thunderstorms. 
 

Another trough moves into the PacNW on Tuesday which may result in an increase in 

thunderstorm over Idaho for Wednesday. These storms will likely be short lived. 
 

Prep ared ness Levels 
Current :  

Great  Basin  4 

Nat ional 5 
 

 
 

Great  Basin Fire  Act iv it y : (Num bers gat hered f rom  Sit  Repor t ) 

New  Fires and Acres:  5 f ires 1,244 acres  
 

Minimal initial attack activity throughout the geographic area today. Significant 

gains were achieved on multiple large fires. Shortages of critical resources 

continue to hamper suppression efforts. 

 
 

Resources: 
Shortages of critical resources continue to hamper the likelihood of success of 

suppression strategies in multiple large fires. 
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Great  Basin  Fire Po t ent ial Sum m ary 
Fire Danger will be moderating somewhat across the far north through Thursday with a 

lack of new lightning ignitions.  However, the air mass remains dry, with low afternoon 

RH and continued breezy winds today, with stronger winds and low RH Thursday/Friday 

increasing fire potential on existing fires and any new starts, especially in ID. 
 

Further south across southern Nevada and Utah the fire danger will be gradually 

increasing as the air mass continues to dry out and fire danger indices increase.  

Thunderstorms may return to UT on Friday, with a more significant increase in lightning in 

eastern NV/UT/southern ID/WY  by early next week, with moisture spreading north 

through next week. 
 

Cur ren t  Inciden t  Det ails 
Todays Act ivit y  (f rom  WFDSS): 

 
 

 
Large/Em erging Fire Sum m ary :  

 
For  m ore d et ail, see Great  Basin  7-Day Fire Po t en t ial Out look 

 

For additional information go to: Great Basin Coordination Center Web Site 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/forecast/#/outlooks?forecastDay=2015-07-04&forecastInView=2015-07-04&state=forecast&gaccId=12
http://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/index.php

